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Dehumanization on the basis of gender is portrayed in the
select texts. The setting of this autobiography is in New York
(North America).The various forms of dehumanization, gender
discrimination, Black Masculinity and violence, exploitation,
and humiliation are seen in present narrative. Select writer have
handled the issue especially the Black Masculinity in present text.
Huey P. Newton’s autobiography deal mainly with the sufferings
of African Americans due to racial set up of the society. His
autobiography centre on the major issues such as racism, Black
white conflict in USA, gender discrimination, search for identity
etc. His autobiography focus mainly on the racial problems
which include black panther party, male domination of Whites
, physical abuse of Blacks , and lack of personal freedom in case
of women and children. He treats the theme of marginalization
of Blacks in his autobiography. Blacks are crushed under White
domination and experience physical torture and sexual assault.
They become the victim of dehumanization.

Please cite this article in press as Dr. Shinde Ashok Krishna. Black Masculinity and Gender Resistance in
Huey P. Newton’s Autobiography Revolutionary Suicide. International Journal of Science, Engineering, Arts

& Management.2026:2(1)

Copy right © 2026 This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the International Journal of Science, Engineering,
Arts & Management, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is

properly cited

33




WWWw.1js€am.com

Vol 2, Issue 1, January-June, 2026 Dr. Shinde Ashok Krishna ISSN No: 3049-4419

Introduction:

AsaContemporary writer, Huey p. Newton has shownhis men characters tobe bold, educated, independent
and revolutionary. He criticizes the racial system in America. His autobiography is revolutionary, title
suggest itself. His protagonists raise his voice against the traditional customs of African Americans and
they accept modern thoughts and values. Literacy contributes a crucial role in the lifestyle of African-
Americans. He has shown in his autobiography that his male and female protagonists protest against
White domination and fight for their basic Civil Rights.

Huey P. Newton’s Revolutionary Suicide (1973) is set in 1960 against the backdrop of Black Panther Party
and Civil Rights Movement in America. The autobiography centres on protagonist, Huey himself. The
autobiographer criticizes the Whites ideology which is one of the reasons of racial dehumanization of
African Americans. It highlights dehumanization inflicted on the powerless persons especially Blacks.
In Revolutionary Suicide, the protagonist Huey is in search of his identity. He is eager to have higher
education so that he had completed his PhD. But it is not easy for him to convince his White racist
psychology. He is torn between tradition and modernity. He breaks the shackles of age-old tradition of
racism and inequality. He wants to be independent and makes up her mind to have his own identity
through education. The present autobiography is written in a black masculinity vein.

An Overview of Black masculinity in Revolutionary suicide:

Black Panther Party was mainly worked for African-American peoples for freedom. “The goal of this
movement was uplift the condition of colored. They worked for their dignity. They want to relish ancestral
rights like whites. There were four centuries Slavery in USA. There was also second-class citizenship in
USA. A black panther opines that they get back their rights.” (Apel 2004: 91).

African- Americans were exploited in America. The Black Panther Party’s leader’s claims black masculinity
also played into the reactionary discourse of the time. The catchiest illustration of this was the authority
information broadcasted in 1965. The title of it was “The Negro Family: The Case for National Action”. In
this information Moynihan depict colored people in morbid phrase. Females had the power while colored
men were too delicate mentally because of the effect of slavery: “The establishment of a stable Negro
family structure”

This developing of customary gender revisionism as suitable and basically ‘Common’ is something that is
also evident in present text. In his autobiography Huey acquainted his adolescence environment, then he
affirms in precise that family, although agent in some ways, also differentiate itself. There was a standard
power structure. Walter Newton was his father. He played patriarchal role. He had strong trust in the
work ethic. Huey narrated that his father was not common. Huey’s father was very strict man. He had
not given permission to his wife for job or work out side home. Huey’s family was very big. He had seven
siblings. They have lots of economical problems. But father is really proud of his role as family protector.
So Huey’s mother has never done any job outside her house. Here we see the gender discrimination
occurred in select text.

Thus Walter shows here as typical masculine African-American. He retains his natural masculinity. Walter
claims his masculine power. He had firm trust in the family, so his wife not doing at any outside work.
The starting passages of his autobiography, Huey in this way celebrate the qualities and even zeal of the
19th c. working class archetype of the individual circles. It separated the popular world of work. It is only
for men, from personal familial sphere. Women had worked only in their house.

In other word autobiographer primarily stick to concept of masculine essence. Because of slavery African-
Americans are very submissive peoples. But this kind of masculinity they don’t show against whites.

Moynihan pointed out that women'’s in present autobiography also looks difficulty it in this state of affairs
since they inspire their boys not to declare themselves. Huey also exhibited the best aspiration behind
colored lady’s method of bringing their kids up. Their methods are to safeguards their male kids. Huey
noted that African-Americans had low esteem from centuries.
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His father was masculine man. He learnt many things from his father. Autobiographer announces himself
as heir of black masculinity. According to him Blacks must be aggressive, because it is typical quality of
African-Americans. It is the concept of Huey about Masculinity. So Blacks must self-made man. So Huey’s
was supported for violence against Whites in his BPP.

Experience of Black Masculinity:

Researcher attempts to display, Huey’s glamour of African-American masculinity. Huey also displays
consciousness of declarative side of race as well as masculinity. It is the agenda of Black Panther Party. It
could not plead that the chief drive in which Huey appreciates of masculinity in his autobiography. He
used it with the notion familiarity.

Huey disclose the autobiography correct by narrating his life with the help of social as well as past setting.
Huey narrates history of African-Americans. He focuses self among the mention that his autobiography
is not peculiar. According to him blackness is their particular virtual identity. There is narration of both
collective and individual experiences in his text.

Huey pointed out that skin colour is not cause for familiarity of blackness. He prefers to highlight his
autobiography of black experience. Huey also narrates his political attempts of BPP. He attempts to
demonstrate racist American society through his autobiography. He worked for the “brothers on the
block”. He narrated pathetic condition of African-Americans.

In his autobiography Huey pointed out that the poor African-American persons not admitted to higher
education. Some kids were unable to complete secondary school education. They were the lion’s share of
the African-American community in the region. (RS: 111)

African- American labour class was the target of exploitation. He also narrates agonizing existence
of African-Americans from adolescent on discloses that the discrimination they faced. He displays
consequences of racism and violence can be seen in the lives of African-Americans. They faced oppressive
system in every walk of life. Because of all oppressive social environments African-American youth fight
against all authority. Their experience was not good. So they became revolutionary.

In his narrative in which autobiographer noted that, “Growing”, begins with cite by Frederick Douglass
it focuses violence and resistance: “He who would be free must strike the first blow” (RS: 21). In this
connection, violence shows as a social and political need. This kind of gender discrimination is also shared
by colored ladies. Violence is kind of reply to racist peoples. Huey presents such an illustration in related
to the primary attempt of the BPP. It is organized for the African- American masses. He narrated that:

His society was fearful but prideful to see African-Americans hold an intention in their stake. After our
arrival, all were very receptive. [...] lots of the society representatives went house and took their weapons
and join us. Even a lady of 70 years or so was come out there with her shotgun. (RS: 148)

Autobiography isrelated black men’s experience. Paragraphs as the above are exceptional. Autobiographer
used humorous tone for describe this “sister”. There is lack of other illustrations of female activism in the
present text. He narrated his text with the help of both past and present. Huey describes race as well
class. He was narrated about Poverty as well as oppression. He also linked not only blacks but also poor
whites. He also shares experience of racist in USA society. Huey noted that, In 60s and 70s there was
rising percentage of poor whites to discover with the BPP and black Civil Rights. They interpret logical
attempts, “What Blacks knew in their bones” (2009: 183).

Huey P. Newton in present text shows liberal kind of masculinity. He used himself as model of African-
American background. Though he was doctorate, he took gun for his defence. Thus Huey played role of
a luminal figure. It is fixed between two worlds Black and White.

This text is a voice of Black man. It is admissible to the reference of Huey’s text. Huey’s free from jail and
acquittal for charges of murdering a cop. This is shaping pressure in the lives African-Americans. Black
men and masses should therefore be read in relation to the necessity to persuade a double audience of
judges and readers as to the verity of his truth.
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There was puzzling dramatization of the familiarity of African-American masculinity in the America.
Huey’s not depicts a complicated effort to gather feeling of common intimacy. It can be paraphrased into
the practice of political conflict. It rests a heavy assertion of African-American consciousness. It always
wants our critical thinking.

Huey, like other African-American authors before him, depends in important routes on the concept that
the experiences of some Blacks community are more truthful than others. Huey highlights on the “brothers
on the block.” Because the blessed storage of truthful black experience. It is indicate that class and gender,
probably more so than skin color, are basic aspects in framing ‘true blackness’. The comeback of the
brother on the block as a logo of masculinity, blackness and political militancy serves a crucial objective. It
pursues to undo the injury of dehumanization and racism. African-American men in specific of the labor
class the rank, nobility and self respect basically reject them.

Huey exhibits consciousness of the Performative nature of African-American masculine sameness. It
played a significant role in the Black Panther Party’s political blueprint.

It reveals that gender in general and black masculinity in particular in the present text. This autobiography
is the output of experience, more particular that of the cruel racist exploitation suffered by African
Americans. With the help of this text, Huey attempts to establish a feeling of collective likeness that
exceeds the self. Huey is trying to tag the gender, race and class-based discontinuities among experience
and action. His work is purely masculinity. Researcher is trying to search narrative equity and aware of
the male political visionary. Researcher has attempted to find out above discourse.

The autobiographical paradoxes in his book summon further faultfinding equations with alternative
narrative by Black Panther Party’s visionaries like Angela Davis and Elaine Brown. They voiced attention
of the gender problems with reference to Black Panther Party . Both authors were supplied complex and
difficult perception on politics of the Black Panther Party as well as the methods in which class, gender,
and race connect in the creation of self visionary and their political counter plans.

Conclusion:

Dehumanization on the basis of gender is at the root of gender decimation in this autobiography. The
above discussion indicates that tradition and modernity, patriarchy, institution of marriage, morality, and
sexuality are responsible for gender discrimination. Huey and Boby Seale are born and brought up in the
African-American families. Huey and other BPP members are mainly sufferers Black Masculinity. Gender
discrimination of women not much found in this autobiography. But his Mother had herself suffered in
her patriarchal family. She was not allowed to be free to develop her career. She is compelled to house
hold duties only. She was forced to get married at an early age.

As research paper attempts to exhibits here, the structure of masculinity engross a cardinal part in Present
text Revolutionary Suicide. With the help of above discussion we recognize the Huey’s familiarity about
race, masculinity and gender.
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